
 

 
                   

                                                                                                 

Call for Applications 

Changing the Story Mobility Fund 

 

Application Deadline: Ongoing 

All activities must be completed by 30th June 2022 

 

What is the Changing the Story Mobility Fund? 

The Changing the Story (CTS) Mobility Fund is open to existing Changing the Story grantees 

who are currently based in the Global South. By grantees, we mean academics, artists, 

practitioners, young adults (18+), CSO and NGO partners and dissemination partners who 

have participated or who are participating in a Changing the Story project (Phase 1, Early 

Career Research, Large Grant, and/or Consolidating Learning). 

It is designed to enhance the mobility and professional development of CTS grantees by 

providing financial support of up to £1000 per application to support local and international 

travel, subsistence, and activities that build on the learning that has emerged from Changing 

the Story commissioned projects. Applications to the fund are on a rolling basis until the 

fund has been exhausted. 

Who can apply for the fund? 

The fund is open to all recipients of Changing the Story funding that are based in the Global 

South. This might be an academic, a civil society partner or a young adult (18+) who have 

participated or who are participating in a CTS project. Where possible, the application 

should be made by the individual who will undertake the activity outlined in the proposal. 

However, where barriers such as language or other factors exist, or the fund will be used to 

support activities for those under 18, the application can be made on behalf of the 

individual(s), providing that consent has been given and is outlined clearly in the application.  

What activities does the fund cover? 

The CTS Mobility Fund is designed to support activities that will enhance the mobility and 

professional development of the applicant(s). Proposals must show how the opportunity is 

connected to and has emerged from the original research proposal, as well as how it will 

contribute towards sustaining the project through their own development. Eligible activities 

include: 

 Exchange visits (such as visiting another CTS project site or network partner to learn 

about their work and/or showcase your work, or to collaboratively prime new 

activities based on learning) *Subject to local COVID-19 restrictions 



 

 
                   

                                                                                                 

 Costs associated with collaborating on new funding grants (such as local and 

international travel funds to attend bid development meetings or digital resource 

costs such as data) *Subject to local COVID-19 restrictions 

 Professional development workshops or training and internship fees (either 

travelling to another setting to offer training to a new group, or receiving training in 

a specific methodology or approach) 

 Dissemination activities (including, travel, subsistence, venue hire, and/or digital 

technology costs such as data, screen hire, or filming costs) 

 Consultant and commissioning fees (including fees for research assistants and/or 

practitioners on a short-term basis) 

Please note that whilst the fund is designed for applicants based in the Global South, there 

is no restriction on which destination countries you can apply to visit (subject to local 

COVID-19 restrictions), though South-South collaboration, whether physical or digital, is 

especially encouraged. 

Activities must show a clear connection to the original research proposal, but we are unable 

to fund activities that were outlined in the original research proposal (such as duplications 

of activities that have already taken place or activities that were due to take place during 

the funding period). The aim of the Mobility Fund is not to fund new projects, but to support 

the sustainability of existing work and learning that has emerged from the projects. We 

expect to see young people’s interest/decision making in applying for these activities clearly 

evidenced where applications have been made on behalf of young people. 

There is a limit of £1000 per activity. A group can together submit one application of up to 
£1000 for the same activity, for example an exchange visit from South Africa to Rwanda, but we 
cannot accept multiple applications of £1000 per person for the same activity. Applicants can 
apply more than once for different activities, for example an exchange visit from South Africa to 
Rwanda, and a dissemination event, but cannot submit two applications at the same time.  
 
We do encourage match funding, and if your application is successful, would be willing to 
provide a letter of support to help secure additional funds 
 

What costs does the fund cover? 

The CTS Mobility Fund can cover: 

 Economy air and ground travel costs 

 Accommodation 

 Standard visa fees (we cannot cover priority services) 

 Subsistence costs 

 Professional Engagement Fees 

 Venue hire 

 Data and Digital Technology Costs 



 

 
                   

                                                                                                 

 Workshop or training fees 

Activities do not necessarily need to be undertaken during the course of your own project 

but do need to be undertaken by 30th June 2022.  

As this funding is part of the UK Global Challenges Research Fund, we need to ensure that all 

activities we fund are ODA Compliant. ODA compliance means that the funded activity 

focuses on outcomes that promote the long-term sustainable growth of countries on the 

OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) list. 

There are three questions that can help you check that your activity is ODA compliant: 

 Which country / countries on the DAC list will directly benefit from this proposal and are 

these countries likely to continue to be ODA eligible for the duration of the research?  

 How is your proposal directly and primarily relevant to the development challenges of 

these countries?  

 How do you expect that the outcome of your proposed activities will promote the 

economic development and welfare of a country or countries on the DAC list? Activities 

primarily focused on education and learning about British culture or values in LMICs 

contexts are not eligible for consideration under this call. 

We don’t need you to specifically answer these questions, but please bear them in mind 

when you are writing your application and if we have any queries about whether your 

activity is ODA compliant, we will get in touch. 

What costs can’t the fund cover? 

 Fees for undergraduate or postgraduate courses 

 Costs for activities already outlined in the original grant proposal 

 Activities that show no clear connection to the applicant’s original CTS Project 

 First class travel costs or priority visa fees 

 Trips which show no real outputs for professional development 

 Applicants not based in the Global South 

 Applications made on behalf of applicants without the applicants’ agreement 

 Costs for activities that don’t adhere to ODA Compliance 

How do I apply for the fund?  

You can apply by completing the short application form below and returning it to 

changingthestory@leeds.ac.uk. Applicants will receive a response within two weeks of their 

application. Flights and accommodation will be booked by Changing the Story on behalf of 

the applicant(s) where possible (although this will be subject to the University of Leeds’ 

policy on booking Covid-safe travel at the time. If this is not possible, we will do our best to 

explore appropriate alternatives). Applicant(s) should claim back visa, workshop and training 

fees via a University of Leeds claims form. Any professional fees will be paid as a one-off 



 

 
                   

                                                                                                 

payment via a University of Leeds IR35 payment form. You are required to keep all receipts 

for claims and auditing purposes as we will require copies. 

Who decides which applications receive funding? 

Each application will be assessed by the Changing the Story central management team. 

What will be required for grantees who receive mobility funding? 

Successful applicants will be expected to share their reflections about their experience in a 

format and language of their choosing within six weeks of completing the activity. This may 

be a reflective blog, a Zine, or a short film or animation or an alternative approach. 

Successful applicants must be willing to be contacted six months after the activity to see 

how it has shaped their work. 

Visa-restricted travel 

Due to difficulties in obtaining visas in some contexts, we ask that all applicants wait until 

their visa has been approved before booking flight and accommodation. Changing the Story 

will be happy to help in the visa application process wherever possible. 

COVID-19 

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect international and domestic travel and day-to-

day life around the world. Travel restrictions may change and new rules at the local and 

national level may be introduced at short notice. We ask that you outline in your application 

your understanding of the risks, restrictions and requirements for national and international 

travel, and activities, and the steps you have taken to mitigate the risk of COVID-19 to 

yourself and others (as applicable).  

Young persons’ applications 

Where young people applying for funding are deemed vulnerable or may be put at further 

risk through the transfer of funds into their account, a sponsoring local organisation already 

involved in the project must take charge of the funds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
                   

                                                                                                 

 

If you are applying on behalf of someone else, please also provide us with: 

 

Your Proposed Activity 

1. Tell us about what you would like us to fund. We’re interested to know: 

a. What the activity is, where and when will it take place, and who will be involved?  
 
If you are requesting funding for an activity (eg. travel for a training session) but the dates you 
have provided exceed the number of days required for the activity, please provide details of any 
other activities such as cultural activities you may undertake. We recognise the value of these 

activities but please clearly outline them in your application (150-200 words) 

 
 
 

 

Changing the Story Mobility Fund 

 Application Form 

Applicant Name  

Email  

Telephone  

Which CTS Project are 
you currently or have you 
been involved in? 

 

What is your role in your 
CTS Project? For example, 
Principal Investigator, Co-
Investigator, CSO partner, 
youth partner, artist or 
practitioner 100 words 

 
 
 

Date of submission  

Your Name  

Contact Email  

Contact Telephone 
Number 

 

Why are you applying on 
behalf of the applicant? 

 

If you are applying on 
behalf of a young person, 
please specify their age. 

 



 

 
                   

                                                                                                 

b. Why is this activity important for your own professional development? What are you 
hoping to gain from these activities? Please tell us about your aims and objectives (150-
200 words) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c. How is the activity connected to and/or has it emerged from the original research 
proposal and learning? Why is this activity important for the ongoing activity or 
sustainability of your Changing the Story project? (150-200 words) 

 
 
 
 

d. What risks are involved in undertaking your chosen activity and what steps have you or 
will you take to mitigate those risks? Please use this section to outline risks including 
those associated with COVID-19 (150-200 words) 

 
 
 
 
 

e. Who else will directly benefit from this activity and how in your opinion will they 
benefit from the activity? (150-200 words) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
                   

                                                                                                 

2. How much funding are you requesting? Please provide a breakdown of costs here (you 

can add more lines if you need them): 

 

Activity Description Estimated Cost  Source 

E.g. 1x Return Flight Colombia-
Rwanda (June)  

£700 Emirates.com 

   

   

   

   

   

 TOTAL  
 

I give Consent for The University of Leeds to process personal data: The University of Leeds is 
required by law to comply with the Data Protection Act, 1998 (DPA). From 25 May 2018, the act will 
be superseded by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). The University of Leeds will 
ensure that it complies with this Act to ensure the confidentiality of any personal data it holds, in 
whatever medium. For more information please 
see: http://www.leeds.ac.uk/secretariat/data_protection.html  
  

 YES   

 NO  

 

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/secretariat/data_protection.html

